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“Preservation and deveLoPMent oF 
PastoraLisM in aLBania” 
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What do we understand by Pastoralism?

❑ Pastoralism is a traditional socio-economic and ecological system based on the raising and management of 
grazing livestock as a primary source of livelihood, food, and income, in harmony with the seasonal 
dynamics of natural pastures. 

❑ This system is characterized by the periodic movement of herds (transhumance) in search of forage and 
water resources, as well as by the sustainable use of rangeland ecosystems.
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Land categories 
that offer 

pastoralism

Pastures

Meadows

Rangelands

Natural 
grasslands,

Shrub lands 
(bushy lands), 

Woodlands, 
Wetlands, 

Deserts, Savanna, 
Steppe, Tundra,…

In Albania, 
pasture lands 
cover about 
19% of the 
territory 
(506.288 ha)

Pastures in Albania are 
distributed in almost all 
regions of the country, but 
mainly in mountainous and 
hilly areas (70-75%).

This depends on the altitude 
above sea level, climate, soil 
type and traditional use of 
the territory.

Munella



Pastoralism is a traditional system that offers great values:

Ecological 
value

• Biodiversity conservation

• Wildlife habitat

• Prevents soil erosion

• The stability of the local climate and preserve the natural water cycle

• Carbon sequestration

Eonomic 
value

• Including livestock forage

• Wood and non-wood products (aromatic-medicinal plants)

• It provides agricultural and livestock products such as: meat, milk, cheese, wool, leather, etc

• Income for rural and mountainous communities

• Reduces production costs because it provides natural feed

• Rural tourism and agrotourism, through traditional products and pastoral lifestyle

Social and 
cultural 
values

• Preserves pastoral traditions and local knowledge of nature management

• It helps community cooperation

• Preserving rural cultural identity through customs, festivals and pastoral songs
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Tourist 
and 

cultural 
value

Education of 
generations 

and 
transmission 

of values

Preservation 
of cultural 

identity

Preservation 
of Albanian 

cultural 
heritage

Social 
relations

Preservation 
of traditional 
knowledge

Pastoral 
traditions 
and rites

Why we 
should 

develop 
pastoralism?



Aspect Before the 1990s (Socialist Period) After the 1990s (Transition and Market Economy Period)

Economic and Organizational Structure Livestock production was part of the centralized state economy; 

managed by agricultural cooperatives and state farms.

The economy shifted to a market system; livestock became private 

property managed by individual families.

Land and Pasture Ownership Pastures were state-owned; their use was planned and controlled by 

the state.

Pastures remained public property but were transferred to 

municipalities or local communities; land ownership became 

fragmented and poorly coordinated.

Pasture Management Centralized management under strict state control; annual plans 

regulated grazing and maintenance.

Decentralized and often unregulated; lack of institutional oversight led 

to overgrazing or abandonment in some areas.

Transhumance (Seasonal Livestock 

Movement)

Organized by the state with defined routes and supporting 

infrastructure; shepherds received logistical assistance.

Became free and unregulated; many traditional routes were lost due to 

land redistribution and rural depopulation.

Economic Function Pastoralism contributed significantly to national production of meat, 

milk, and wool; vital for national food self-sufficiency.

The economic role declined due to farm fragmentation, weak markets, 

and competition from imported products.

Social Role Collective organization fostered teamwork and mutual support, but 

under strict state supervision.

Family-based and individual initiative increased; local cooperation and 

traditional practices were revitalized.

Cultural Values Pastoral traditions were limited by socialist system and ideological 

control.

Traditional customs, songs, and pastoral festivals are returned; 

pastoralism became an element of cultural identity and rural tourism.

Pasture Infrastructure The state invested in roads, shelters, water points, and pasture 

improvement programs.

Public investments are rare; infrastructure was damaged in many 

mountainous areas.

Environmental Impact State monitoring ensure sustainable use; replanting and biodiversity 

protection programs were implemented.

Lack of control led to overgrazing and erosion in some areas, and 

abandonment in others.

Institutional Support Specialized state institutions for livestock and pasture management. Limited institutional support; recent initiatives focus on community-

based and sustainable pasture management.

Role in Rural Development A central pillar of the rural economy and employment in mountainous 

areas.

Reduced economic importance, but increased cultural and touristic 

value as a traditional rural activity.
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Pastoralism in Albania before and after the 1990s



What is the demographic situation today in rural areas in Albania?

Decline of rural 
population 

(About 18.5% from 
2011 to 2023)

Abandonment 
of rural areas

Aging of the 
rural 

population

Decline in the 
workforce

Farm 
abandonment
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The negative 
consequences 

of farm 
abandonment

Abandoment of 
pastures and loss of 
ecological balance

Destruction of 
vegetation cover

Fire

Erosion, Etc

Decrease  in 
domestic 

production of 
livestock products

Increasing 
dependence on 

imports

Loss of traditional 
knowledge

Indigenous races 
are disappearing

Declining rural 
incomes and 

increasing poverty
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Invasion by harmful plants

Loss of pasture lands from massive erosion

Out of control fire

Today, natural grassland ecosystems are under pressure



Përshkrimi 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Description

Gjedhë 500 506 492 475 467 416 363 337 298 263 272 Cattle

Lopë 358 362 355 349 343 316 290 278 261 232 224 cows

Të imta gjithsej
2,800 2,851 2,913 2,859 2,781 2,621 2,332 2,256 2,093 1,846 1,792 Sheep/Goats

Të leshta 1,896 1,918 1,972 1,926 1,864 1,758 1,558 1,481 1,372 1,206 1,177 sheep

– Dele
1,419 1,426 1,428 1,407 1,366 1,297 1,175 1,116 1,085 1,006 968 Milked sheep

Të dhirta 904 932 941 933 917 863 774 775 722 640 615 goats

– Dhi
695 712 716 717 699 671 619 599 563 512 501 Milked goats

Derra 173 177 181 180 184 184 158 159 137 115 104 Pigs

Dosa 11 12 13 12 12 14 12 12 12 11 10 Sow

Njëthundrakë 91 91 95 89 88 87 79 76 65 67 58 Equidae

Kuaj 32 31 32 32 32 32 30 29 26 27 24 Horses

Shpendë 9,493 8,558 8,326 7,835 8,363 8,179 7,907 7,652 6,848 7,031 6,992 Poultry

Bletë (koshere) 287 271 303 290 286 288 358 394 479 519 587 Beehives
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Source of information: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development The table shows that the number of heads for all types for the 
period 2014-2024 is decreasing.

Number of livestock, 2014 – 2024 (in thousands of heads):



Livestock productions, 2014 - 2024 (in thousands for tonnes):
Përshkrimi 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Description
Mish peshë e gjallë 
(gjithsej) 155 158 160 161 161 157 150 148 140 135 130

Meat live weight 
(total)

Mish Gjedhi 71 71 72 72 69 66 62 60 56 55 52 Cattle
Mish të leshta 35 37 36 37 36 35 33 34 33 30 30 Sheep
Mish të dhirta 15 16 15 15 20 19 18 16 15 15 14 Goats

Mish derri 18 17 17 17 17 16 15 16 15 12 11 22,084

Mish Shpendë 17 17 20 20 20 20 21 22 21 23 23 Poultry
Mjalt 3 3 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 6 6 Honey
Lesh 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 Wool
Qumësht gjithsej 000 
litra 1,133 1,131 1,145 1,156 1,144 1,112 1,052 1,013 970 901 877 

Milk total 000 
liters

lope* 965 964 975 983 974 947 897 859 825 765 745 cows

dele 89 87 85 87 85 82 75 73 69 64 64 sheep

dhie 79 80 85 87 86 84 80 80 76 71 68 goats

Vezë (milion/kokra) 835 830 830 811 828 865 861 899 776 894 888 Eggs (mill/pieces)
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Source of information: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
It is included also the milked milk used for feeding calves 

➢ Statistical data show that total livestock production has a declining trend.

➢ These results have a negative effect on GDP.



State measures for pastoralism:
•Subsidies for livestock farmers

•Bank facilities

•Providing markets for livestock products

Economic and financial 
policy

• Sustainable development plans (preservation and 
improvement)

Pasture management and 
protection

•Road construction

•Provision of veterinary services

•Creation of facilities for processing livestock products

Infrastructure and services

•Training for livestock farmers

•Practical knowledge

•Professional education

Education and knowledge 
transfer

• Preservation of traditions and customsCultural promotion and 
rural tourism

• Implementation of laws that protect livestock farmers 
and grazing lands

Legislation and 
institutional support
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How to make pastoralism attractive to young people?

Organization of rural events and festivals, where young people participate 
and connect with the pastoral community

Practical programs and excursions to pastoral farms, where young people 
can experience life in nature

Support and motivation

Promoting successful livestock farmers as incentives

Application of modern technologies in livestock farming (GPS for 
livestock movement, animal health monitoring systems, product 
processing equipment)
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“Let's act today to protect the future”
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Support for livestock farmers is 
essential

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
has the key role in preventing the decline of 
livestock farming and turning it into a sustainable 
economic sector

Youth is the most important factor for 
the future of livestock farming in 
Albania

Without the involvement of young people, 
livestock farming will continue to decline 
and age

Development plans and programs 
involving stakeholders

To encourage young 
people to live, invest 

and work in the 
countryside through 

modern livestock 
farming.



It is a livelihood system that brings together 

Economy, Ecology, and Culture, 

ensuring long-term sustainability for rural 

areas and the natural environment.
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Pastoralism is 
more than an 
economic 
activity 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Pastoralism is a traditional system that offers great values:
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8:       What is the demographic situation today in rural areas in Albania?
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Livestock productions, 2014 - 2024 (in thousands for tonnes):
	Slide 12: State measures for pastoralism:
	Slide 13: How to make pastoralism attractive to young people?
	Slide 14: “Let's act today to protect the future”
	Slide 15

